
Erie’s premier
youth orchestra



Welcome

In my role as Artistic Director & Conductor 
of the Erie Junior Philharmonic, I want to 
personally take this opportunity to tell you 
about the amazing things happening with our 
organization!

As the third-oldest youth orchestra in the 
country, we have been educating the next 
generation of musicians for almost 75 years. 
However, in this new era of the orchestra, 
we have revitalized our programs to best 
serve Erie and the surrounding region. Our 
rehearsals and performances have moved to 
the heart of Erie, in the historic Strong Vincent 
Middle School. We also provide opportunities 
for students of all ages and ability levels 
to learn and play alongside peers and 
professionals alike.

Thank you for your interest in the Erie Junior Philharmonic, and I hope to see you in rehearsal 
someday soon!

Jonathan R. Moser, Artistic Director & Conductor

From performing masterworks by Beethoven, Dvořák and Rimsky-Korsakov to pizza parties, 
school tours and excursions to Pittsburgh and Cleveland, we have something for everyone!
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An annual highlight - a side-by-side peformance with
the Erie Philharmonic on stage at the Warner Theatre!

                No matter your age or ability level, we have the perfect ensemble for you. 
Check below to see which group fi ts you the best!



Ensembles

Comprised of the most advanced and experienced student musicians in the 
Northwest Pennsylvania, Northeast Ohio and Western New York regions, 
this group is the premier ensemble of the Junior Philharmonic. They perform 
challenging orchestra repertoire in 3-4 performances each season. Artistic 
Director and Conductor Jonathan R. Moser directs, and members of the Erie 
Philharmonic provide coaching. 

Erie’s only string-intensive learning academy, designed to offer unrivaled instruction from the best string teachers in 
the region. Scholarship and instrument loaner programs available!  

This teaching group provides new students that are just starting to become 
inspired on their violin, viola, cello or bass! Students learn basic playing 
technique and ensemble skills. The group performs twice a season with Mary 
Moser coaching and conducting the ensemble.

Our second level ensemble is for novice students with 1-3 years of 
experience. Beginning repertoire teaches practice, rehearsal technique, 
ensemble and performance skills. The group performs twice a season with 
Mary Moser coaching and conducting the ensemble. 

The stepping stone to the Chamber Orchestra! Profi ciency and technical 
abilities are refi ned through this small string ensemble that requires a 
minimum of 2-4 years of playing experience. The group perform twice each 
season, and Erie Philharmonic violinist Jennifer Jansen coaches and conducts 
the ensemble.

Symphony Orchestra

Preparing young musicians with the skills needed to join the Symphony 
Orchestra, this ensemble intensively trains players in the string, woodwind, brass 
and percussion sections as distinct groups that are then joined as a complete 
orchestra. The orchestra performs twice a year with additional performances by 
each ensemble. Each section has its own coach and Carolyn Borland, instrumental 
music teacher at Westlake Middle School, conducts the combined orchestra.

Chamber Orchestra

Prelude Strings

Overture Strings

Intermezzo Strings

                No matter your age or ability level, we have the perfect ensemble for you. 
Check below to see which group fi ts you the best!

Orchestras

String Academy

Unprecendented performance opportunies for students, including masterworks from the symphonic repertoire and a 
side-by-side performance with the Erie Philharmonic on stage at the historic Warner Theatre in downtown Erie!  



Jonathan R. Moser – conductor, violinist, 
violist, vocalist and teacher – has loved music 
ever since childhood when he would sit under 
the family piano listening to his parents and 
grandmother playing Beethoven, Chopin and 
Rachmaninoff. 

His formal musical education began at fi ve 
years old as a violin student, an education 
he pursued through a Bachelor of Music 
in Performance degree from Shenandoah 
University and a Master of Music in 
Performance degree from Arizona State 

University, with additional Doctoral studies in 
performance. Mr. Moser has enjoyed working 
with many outstanding teachers including Dara 
Morales, Katie McLin, James Stern, Sergiu 
Schwartz, Linda Cerone and Ronda Cole, 
and he has performed in master classes with 
Jaime Laredo, Claude Frank, Sylvia Rosenberg, 
Shlomo Mintz and Sergiu Luca. During his 
studies, Mr. Moser enjoyed minoring in voice, 
studying viola and discovering his love of 
conducting. 

In January 2018, Mr. Moser began his newest 
appointment as Artistic Director and Conductor 
of the Erie Junior Philharmonic where he hopes 
to grow the ensemble in size and musicianship 
through exciting programming, accelerated 
outreach and leading students to desire and 
achieve high standards. In addition to this new 
position, Mr. Moser is an instructor of music at 
Mercyhurst, plays principal second violin with 
the Erie Philharmonic and is director of the 
Mercyhurst Civic Orchestra, which includes 
Mercyhurst students and faculty as well as 
nonprofessional musicians of all ages from 
the surrounding community. Summers, he can 
be found working as the Orchestra Program 
and Adjudication Director for the Philadelphia 
International Music Festival where he organizes 
and oversees between 7-10 orchestras reaching 
four to fi ve hundred students.

Carolyn Borland
Chamber Orchestra 
Conductor & Coach 

Megan Kelly
Communtiy Programs Manager,
Erie Philharmonic

Maura Pelinsky
Business Manager

Jonathan R. Moser Artistic Director and Symphony Orchestra Conductor

Carolyn Borland Chamber Orchestra Conductor and Coach

Jennifer Jansen Intermezzo Strings Instructor, Chamber Orchestra Coach

Mary Moser Prelude & Overture Strings Instructor

Bradley Amidon Chamber Orchestra Coach, Percussion

Kent Tucker Chamber Orchestra Coach, Brass

Howard Lyon Chamber Music Coach

LeAnne Wistrom Chamber Music Coach

Maura Pelinsky Business Manager
fi ddlemo@msn.com · 814.450.6951

Megan Kelly Community Programs Manager, Erie Philharmonic
megan@eriephil.org · 814.455.1375, ext. 24

Dates to watch
Opus 1: Summer String Camp

Early August
Annual Auditions
Early September

Contact Maura Pelinsky for
additional information today!

Parents
We are always in need of volunteers 

for rehearsals, performances,
fi eld trips and more.

Contact Megan Kelly
to learn more!

Coaches & Staff

Contact Us
23 West 10th Street, Suite 3

Erie, PA 16501
814.455.1375, ext. 24

eriephil.org/jr-phil
eriejuniorphilharmonic

“I was a part of the 
Junior Philharmonic 
for many years and 
learned so much 
about playing well in 
ensembles. It helped 

to develop my artistry and love of 
great music! Now that I am actively
teaching music in Chautauqua county, 
I see how it impacted me in a very 
positive manner in many ways.”
        - Mariana Mathewson
 former Principal Cello,
 Erie Junior Philharmonic

“As a former harpist 
with the Baltimore 
and Boston 
Symphony Orchestras 
and a two-time 
Grammy-nominated 

artist, I frequently look back on my 
years with the Junior Philharmonic 
with warmth and gratitude. The 
Junior Philharmonic gave me a step 
ahead rarely available to harpists my 
age and proved invaluable in future 
harp auditions. Starting early and with 
the right instruction is key in music 
and I was fortunate with the Junior 
Philharmonic to have both.”
        - Sarah Schuster Ericsson
 former Principal Harp,
 Erie Junior Philharmonic

Preparing you 
for the future!

Artistic Director


