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Creating the Future

Expenses in this category include the most immediate for the Philharmonic, including fees for musicians 
and music rental, Warner Theatre expenses, lighting and audio costs, Music Director salary and more - 
essentially everything needed to successfully produce a concert.

This category of expenses includes everything needed to bring the Philharmonic out into the 
community - Youth Concerts, instrumental petting zoos, music director visits, master classes from 
guest artists, community performances, piano donations and more!

These expenses cover everything from special guests like Emanuel Ax and Yo-Yo Ma to movie 
presentations like Casablanca and Bugs Bunny at the Symphony II.  

Steve Weiser, Executive Director
23 West 10th Street, Suite 3
Erie, PA 16501

814.455.1375, ext. #20#
sweiser@eriephil.org

Your gift may entitle you to the following tax benefits:*
· Federal estate tax exemption
· Immediate income tax deduction
· Elimination of capital gains taxes
· Variable income for life

Crescendo Society
Additionally, those who include the Philharmonic in their estate plans 
(minimum gift $10,000) will become members of the Crescendo
Society and will receive the following benefits:

· Invitation to annual thank you dinner with Maestro Daniel 
        Meyer and fellow Crescendo Society members

· Usage of Encore Parking Lot and Encore Lounge for             
  all concerts at the Warner Theatre

· Name listed as member of Crescendo Society on  
website and in program book

* For legal or tax advice, please
consult an attorney and/or CPA

Beethoven 4/4
In honor of Beethoven’s 250th Birthday in 2020, the
Philharmonic launched a four-year festival in 2016 
with the idea that everyone in Erie should have the 
opportunity to hear the works of Beethoven live at 
least once in their lifetimes.

To celebrate this 250th birthday, we are looking 
for 250 new estate pledges by the end of our
festival in June 2020.

Your gift to our Endowment 2020 campaign will affect all aspects of our operations from Youth Concerts 
to Guest Artists and everything in between!  The principal of your gift remains secure while a portion is 
withdrawn each year to fund:    



Piano Donations

eriephil.org/2020
814.455.1375
For More Information

Why the Philharmonic?

It’s my way of saying thank you!
The  orchestra has given me countless 
hours of enjoyment, and I want to help 
make sure future Erie generations will 
have the same musical experiences.  For 
this reason, I have made a provision in my 
will for a donation to the Philharmonic.

Noel Burgoyne

We want to do our part...
We have chosen to remember the 
Philharmonic in our estate plans because 
the orchestra has given us countless 
moments of joy and inspiration and 
others that were so moving they gave us 
goosebumps and, at times, tears.Music Director

Daniel Meyer

6,000+ Students

Youth Concerts

Emanuel Ax

Guest Artists

Wally Faas & Patty Holstein

Help us compose the future!
You step into the historic Warner Theatre.  You see
the array of plush orange seats, the golden glow from
the chandeliers, the musicians of the Philharmonic taking
the stage in concert black, testing their instruments and 
warming up.  The lights dim, the crowd comes to a hush, 
and you hear the musicians of the Philharmonic tune to a 
unison ‘A’, and the house lights fall dim.  

Thank you for being such an important part of this magical 
experience.  Please consider making the Philharmonic part 
of your legacy giving to insure that generations of Erie 
families will continue to enjoy the great musicians and great 
music-making for generations to come.  Those amazing 
Saturday nights at the Warner Theatre will continue to 
inspire audiences and enrich people’s lives in ways yet to be 
told.

Our goals, by the end of our 2019-2020 Season:
· An endowment of at least $10 million
(current $5.8 million)
· At least 250 new estate pledges, in honor of the     
conclusion of our Beethoven 4/4 Festival

Gift Annuities

Insurance

Retirement Plan Assets

Bequest
A last will and testament reflects an individual’s 
most beloved people, values and causes. 
Bequests to the Erie Philharmonic can specify a 
dollar amount, percentage of an estate or piece 
of property.  A bequest made through a will or 
trust is free of estate tax.

A charitable gift annuity provides the recipient 
with dependable fixed income for life, provides a 
charitable income tax deduction, can potentially 
reduce estate taxes and may enable capital gains tax 
savings. Charitable gifts can be funded with cash or 
marketable securities and are designed for people 
of retirement age or older. Income provided through 
these gifts is based on age and remains fixed for life.

Gifts of insurance policies can be arranged 
by simply naming the Erie Philharmonic as 
a beneficiary. This form of planned giving 
is particularly appropriate when policies 
have outlived their initial purposes. It also 
enables benefactors to make significant 
gifts without negatively affecting cash flow.

Qualified retirement accounts such as an 
IRA, 401(k), Keogh, or SEP can be used to 
make a legacy gift to the Erie Philharmonic. 
While these assets are heavily taxed for 
heirs, 100% can be used to support a charity. 
Benefactors are frequently counseled to use 
tax-favorable assets such as cash or securities 
for family, and to consider using qualified 
retirement plans as planned gifts.

Endow Your Annual Gift
Make a plan so that the programs 
and goals most important to you 
continue thriving after your lifetime.

If your annual gift to the 
Philharmonic is $250, an estate 
pledge of 25 times this amount 
($6,250) would endow your gift of 
$250 to the orchestra forever.*

Annual Gift  Estate Pledge
$500   $12,500
$1,500  $37,500
$2,500  $62,500
$5,000  $125,000

* At a 4 percent endowment
spending level, 25 times an
annual gift amount equals
a perpetual gift


