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Everyone in Erie should have the opportunity to hear the works of 
Beethoven live.
With this vision statement, the Erie Philharmonic is proud to launch our Beethoven 4/4 Festival. 
This four-year initiative, leading up to the composer’s 250th birthday in 2020, will feature free 
performances, master works, world-renowned soloists, outreach events and more. Woven into the 
fabric of each season, this festival puts the Philharmonic front and center, presenting once-in-a-
lifetime concerts and events for audiences of all ages from the Erie region. 

2016–2017 BEETHOVEN EVENTS
 • September 24, 2016 – Beethoven Street Fair
  • Free performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 in Perry Square
  • Beat Beethoven 5K now includes a 1 mile walk
  • Local arts and health organizations will have booths lining the square
 • November 12, 2016 – Classical Rivalries
  • Performance of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 8
  • Beethoven-themed outreach activities during the week as well as our annual Youth Concerts
 • March 8–11, 2017 – Emanuel Ax Residency
  • A four-day residency from the legendary pianist Emanuel Ax
  • Performance of Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 5
  • Free recital at Mercyhurst University, hosted by WQLN
  • Outreach presentations for elementary students at Erie’s Public Schools
  • Lecture presentation at the Jefferson Educational Society

We are proud to be partnering with Mazza Vineyards and 5 & 20 
Spirits & Brewing for our Beethoven 4/4 Festival. Each year we will 
feature one signature drink in celebration of Beethoven’s journey 
from young composer to larger-than-life icon. 
The first year of our Beethoven 4/4 Festival will feature a beer 
inspired by Beethoven’s birthplace – Cologne.
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The 2016-17 Season is proudly  
sponsored by Scott Enterprises.
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Welcome to the 2016–2017 Erie Philharmonic Season!
 
I hope you will agree that this will be one of the best seasons we 
have ever mounted at the Philharmonic. We have been able to 
secure some of the finest and most popular soloists in the world, 
combine the most vivid and popular works in the classical repertoire, 
and put them all together for you on the stage of the historic Warner 
Theatre. 
 
In our Symphonic series, we will present for the very first time 
the world-renown pianist Emanuel Ax in Beethoven’s ‘Emperor’ 
Concerto, showcase our own concertmaster Ken Johnston in an 
opening night of Russian favorites, introduce you to Naumburg-
award winning pianist Soyeon Kate Lee in Bartok’s evocative Piano 
Concerto No. 3, and spotlight the orchestra in full sonic splendor as 
the season ends with Saint-Saëns’ ‘Organ’ Symphony.
 
For the Pops, we are featuring a full-length presentation of the 
classic film ‘Casablanca’ projected above the Warner stage while our 
musicians perform the musical score live below. We will also bring 
back the popular violinist Jenny Oaks Baker in a special Disney-
themed performance, collaborate with Jeans ‘n Classics with the 
music of Sting and The Police, and offer a Halloween tribute with the 
music from Tim Burton films. Of course, we’ll also feature our annual 
Come Home for the Holidays concerts, a popular tradition every 
December.
 
We are proud and honored that our music is a part of your life. 
  

    
Daniel Meyer

The mission of the Erie Philharmonic is to strengthen our community  
and region by providing high-quality live orchestra concerts and 
programs that enrich, entertain and educate people of all ages.

All Erie Philharmonic concerts are performed in the historic Warner  
Theatre, a 2200-seat movie palace, in the heart of downtown Erie.

In existence since 1913, the Erie Philharmonic is one of the oldest 
professional ensembles in the country and is consistently recognized  
on a national level as one of the top orchestras in its budget size. With  
a busy concert season that features five symphonic concerts, five pops 
concerts, and a three-concert summer recital series, the orchestra on 
average reaches upwards of 30,000 people from across the region each 
year through concerts and outreach programs. 

Follow us online.

New for 2016–2017: Download our iPhone app today! 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Steve Weiser, Executive Director
Lisa Herring, Director of Community Impact
Alex Hake, Manager of Operations and Librarian
Mathew Anderson, Patron Services Manager
Jessica Flock, Donor Relations Manager

OUR OFFICE
23 West 10th Street
Suite 3
Erie, PA 16501
814.455.1375
info@eriephil.org

About the Phil

OFFICE HOURS
23 West 10th Street Office
Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
Saturdays of concerts from 10am-2pm

Warner Theatre Box Office
Saturdays of concerts at 7pm 



Every Breath You Take: the Music of Sting and The Police
Saturday, September 24, 2016 at 8 pm
Warner Theatre 
Daniel Meyer conductor 
September 24 is opening night of our 2016–17 Hanes Erie Pops Series! We are 
excited to welcome back our good friends, Jeans ‘n Classics, from Ontario as 
they present one of their newest shows, Every Breath You Take: the Music of Sting 
and The Police. With incredible hits like Every Little Thing She Does is Magic and 
Message in a Bottle, and Fields of Gold and An Englishman in New York, this 
concert is a great way to kick-off our pops series. We’re excited to feature the music 
of one of the most popular bands and solo artists from our generation.
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Glazunov Violin Concerto Tchaikovsky Suite from  
Swan Lake

HANES ERIE 
POPS SERIES
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Opening Night 
Saturday, October 15, 2016 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 
Daniel Meyer conductor 
Ken Johnston violin 
Stravinsky Petrushka 
(1947 version)
Opening night of our Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series features some of the 
most dramatic works written for orchestra by Russian composers. We start with 
Igor Stravinsky’s Petrushka, originally a ballet commissioned by Diaghilev and 
danced by the Ballet Russes in Paris, 1911. The music brings a puppet to life during 
a raucous Shrovetide Fair. He, of course, falls for the beautiful ballerina, but brutal 
circumstances keep Petrushka from realizing his romantic fantasies. The music 
throughout is poignant, tender, violent, and tragic. We will then feature our own 
Concertmaster, Ken Johnston, as violin soloist. The glowing Glazunov Violin
Concerto is a perfect vehicle for Ken’s innate musicality and mastery of the 
instrument. We bring the evening to a close with favorite selections from 
Tchaikovsky’s beloved ballet, Swan Lake. With music so vivid in its ability to paint 
a scene, the music from Swan Lake is just as stirring and colorful in a concert 
presentation as it can be in the ballet pit. 



Danny Elfman in Concert
Saturday, October 29, 2016 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor 
Erie Philharmonic Chorus
    Dr. Gabrielle Dietrich director

We’ll celebrate Halloween with the best of the best as we present an evening of 
music by popular film composer Danny Elfman. His name is synonymous with the 
films of Tim Burton, and what better way to enjoy the delights of the holiday than 
with music from these magical films? From Batman to Edward Scissorhands, Sleepy 
Hollow to Beetlejuice, and, most memorably, The Nightmare Before Christmas, 
Danny Elfman has penned delightfully dark and ghoulish scores. The Philharmonic 
will also perform some classic Halloween music to add to the festivities.

Costumes encouraged for this musical fright night!

Classical Rivalries 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor 

Salieri Sinfonia, “Veneziana”
Mozart Flute Concerto No. 1 

In November, we look into composer rivalries both real and imagined. Peter Shaffer’s 
play Amadeus created a fascinating (yet spurious?) look into the jealousies of a 
capable artist, Salieri, when he is forced to compete with an undisputed genius, 
Mozart. While today Mozart is by far the more highly-regarded figure, it is sometimes 
fun to compare and contrast the two, as we do when we pit Salieri’s charming Sinfonia 
Veneziana against Mozart’s Concerto for Flute in G Major. 

Guest soloist Demarre McGill currently serves as Principal Flute of the Dallas 
Symphony and will make his Erie Philharmonic debut. We continue with Rossini vs. 
Beethoven. Historians like to pit the so-called misanthropic, misunderstood deaf 
genius Beethoven against the life-loving operatic genius Rossini. We will investigate 
this rivalry when we perform Rossini’s William Tell Overture and officially launch our 
four-year celebration of Beethoven 4/4 with his brilliant and charming Symphony No. 8.
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Demarre McGill flute

Rossini Overture from William Tell
Beethoven Symphony No. 8
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Come Home for the Holidays
Saturday, December 3, 2016 at 2:30 pm & 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor 
Erie Philharmonic Chorus & Young People’s Chorus of Erie 
Dr. Gabrielle Dietrich director 

Our annual Come Home for the Holidays concert has become one of the 
most treasured holiday traditions in Erie. We invite you and your family to 
get into the spirit of the season with us. With a cast that includes the Erie 
Philharmonic Chorus, the Young People’s Chorus of Erie, and special solo 
appearances, our annual holiday concert is filled with the music you love 
mixed with a few new treasures. You can choose from the family-friendly 
matinee concert or the full evening performance.

Sibelius 
Saturday, January 21, 2017 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor 
Soyeon Kate Lee piano 

The Philharmonic will look into the music of composers who are strongly linked to 
the landscapes around them. Czech composer Smetana wrote an entire set of tone 
poems inspired by his countryside in Má vlast. We begin with arguably the most 
famous of those tone poems, The Moldau. With its rollicking undercurrent and 
sonic splashes, it beautifully depicts how the famous river winds its way through 
the Bohemian Forest. 

Soyeon Kate Lee makes her Philharmonic debut with Bartók’s evocative and 
nature-inspired Piano Concerto No. 3. From its inclusion of birdsong to the 
earthiness of its folkdance rhythms, Bartók’s Third is the one most connected to 
the outdoors. The evening culminates with a performance of Sibelius’ Second 
Symphony. A sweeping musical statement in four movements, Sibelius’ symphony 
is motivated by an obvious affinity to nature and an emotional fervor that is 
inspired by his deeply-rooted pride of Finland. 
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Matinee
Lead Sponsor
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Evening
Lead Sponsor

Additional Sponsors
AdditionalSponsors

Smetana The Moldau from Má vlast
Bartók Piano Concerto No. 3
Sibelius Symphony No. 2

Additional Sponsors



Casablanca 
Saturday, February 4, 2017 at 8 pm
Warner Theatre 

James Fellenbaum guest conductor 
In February, we are thrilled to offer a special viewing of the film Casablanca, 
projected on a large screen above the Warner Theatre stage, while the musicians 
of the Philharmonic perform the score live in perfect synchronicity with the action! 
Take yourself back to the glorious golden age of film, in Erie’s original movie palace, 
with the Erie Philharmonic providing the beautiful score in real time. Whether you’ve 
never seen Casablanca before, or if you’ve seen it a hundred times, you’ll love this 
unique way to experience the iconic film in live symphonic grandeur. 

This concert is made possible by the generous support 
of Dr. and Mrs. Robert Guelcher.

Emanuel Ax 
Saturday, March 11, 2017 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor 
Emanuel Ax piano 
Sari Gruber soprano 

Beethoven Piano Concerto No. 5, “Emperor” 
Mahler Symphony No. 4 

World-renowned pianist Emanuel Ax makes his Erie Philharmonic debut in a 
very special evening of two composer-titans, Beethoven and Mahler. As a pianist 
of the highest order in virtuosity and musicianship, Emanuel Ax is considered 
one of the most important interpreters of Beethoven in our generation. He will 
take on Concerto No. 5, the ‘Emperor,’ in his contribution to our Beethoven 4/4 
celebration and also donate a week of his time to the Erie community in special 
appearances and performances. The concert will conclude with Gustav Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 4, a beautiful, imaginative journey inspired by nature and firmly-
planted in song. The symphony’s final movement features a touching appearance 
of soprano Sari Gruber, singing a description of heaven from a child’s perspective. 
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Disney Favorites with Jenny Oaks Baker 
Saturday, April 1, 2017 at 8 pm 
Warner Theatre 

Daniel Meyer conductor
Jenny Oaks Baker violin

Violinist Jenny Oaks Baker was such a sensation in her Erie Philharmonic debut 
that we have invited her back - this time to join us for our Pops season finale. 
She’ll perform arrangements from classic Disney films including hits from her 
album, Wish Upon a Star. From A Whole New World to Beauty and the Beast, 
Jenny will bring a unique musicianship and flair to these classic film scores. The 
Philharmonic will fill the evening with other favorites from the rich songbook 
Disney has collected over the years. 

The ‘Organ’ Symphony
Saturday, April 8, 2017 at 8 pm
Warner Theatre

Daniel Meyer conductor
Soloists from 
Pittsburgh Opera
Bach/Elgar Fantasia and Fugue in c minor     Saint-Saëns Symphony No. 3, “Organ”
Vaughan Williams Dona Nobis Pacem

Our season ends in April with sonic splendor. We begin with a transcription of Bach’s 
Fantasia and Fugue in c minor as only the brilliant English composer Edward Elgar could 
re-create. The original Fantasia was written for the organ; Elgar’s orchestration gives 
this brilliant work new life, in full symphonic depth and color. We then perform Vaughan 
Williams’ searing Dona Nobis Pacem, featuring the voices of the Erie Philharmonic  
Chorus and two soloists from the Pittsburgh Opera. With its inventive pairing of  
liturgical Latin texts with World War I poetry by Walt Whitman, this passionate music 
reveals the drama, sorrow, and emotional scars that war can leave on our psyches. To 
complete the concert, we will perform Saint-Saëns’ brilliant Symphony No. 3, ‘Organ.’ 
In this symphony, Saint-Saëns discreetly weaves the color of the organ into the fabric of 
the work and then ‘pulls out all the stops’ in a finale that will leave the Warner Theatre 
shaking. It is a sonic display that you simply have to experience live!

5 5

11 12

Erie Philharmonic 
Chorus
Dr. Gabrielle Dietrich director

Slippery Rock University 
Combined Choirs
Dr. Stephen Barr director
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June 22, 2016 Summer Concert Series
 12 pm, Erie Art Museum 
July 20, 2016 Summer Concert Series
 12 pm, Erie Art Museum 
Aug. 9, 2016 Erie Gives Day (eriegives.org)
 Remember the Phil when giving
	 to	your	favorite	non-profit!	
Aug. 24, 2016 Summer Concert Series
 12 pm, Erie Art Museum
Sept. 24, 2016 Beethoven Street Fair: 5K Run & 1 Mile Walk
 Includes a live, free performance of 
 Beethoven’s 5th in Perry Square
 9 am open, 10 am Maestro’s downbeat 
 and start of race
Sept. 24, 2016 Every Breath You Take: 
 The Music of Sting and The Police 
 Hanes Erie Pops Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre 
Oct. 15, 2016 Opening Night
 Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre
Oct. 29, 2016 Danny Elfman in Concert
 Hanes Erie Pops Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre 

Nov. 5-6, 2016 Holiday Tour of Homes
 Special Event
Nov. 12, 2016 Classical Rivalries
 Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre
Dec. 3, 2016 Come Home for the Holidays
 Hanes Erie Pops Series
 2:30 pm & 8 pm, Warner Theatre
Jan. 21, 2017 Sibelius
 Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre
Feb. 4, 2017 Casablanca
 Hanes Erie Pops Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre 
March 11, 2017 Emanuel Ax
 Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre
April 1, 2017 Disney Favorites with Jenny Oaks Baker
 Hanes Erie Pops Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre 
April 8, 2017 The ‘Organ’ Symphony
 Lincoln Recycling Symphonic Series
 8 pm, Warner Theatre

 All information subject to change.

SEASON AT A GLANCE

Pre-Concert Talks
Enhance your concert experience with pre-concert talks for each Symphonic 
concert!  
Join WQLN’s Brian Hannah and special guests at 7:15pm in the First 
Niagara Bank Community Room (enter through the Warner Lobby). 
Classics in the Evening is hosted by WQLN Radio’s classical music host, 
Brian Hannah. Brian, a musician himself, brings a unique perspective to each 
concert’s program.  
Classics in the Evening, our pre-concert programs, are fun and lighthearted, 
and provide historical and cultural context for each of the concert programs, 
often including a video presentation, audio samples, and special guests. 

The 2016 event will still include the 
original downtown race route, but the 
start and finish line have been moved 
just a few blocks north to Perry Square. 
Why? So each participant has the 
chance to hear the Erie Philharmonic 
start Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony LIVE! 
Maestro’s first stroke of the baton will 
set the runners on their way. 

If you cross the Perry Square finish 
line before the last note, you win a 
voucher for a complimentary ticket  
to a concert this season. 

Family, friends, and the community 
are welcome!

The Holiday Tour of Homes was an overwhelming success last year, and 
the Philharmonic is proud to bring it back again! Follow the holly trail in 
Erie and take a self-guided tour of beautifully decorated homes. 

$15 Advance Purchase • $20 Day of Event

Saturday,  
September 24, 2016
10 am
eriephil.org/bb5k

Registration before 9/3 - $20
Registration after 9/3 - $25
T-Shirt (XS-XXL) - $5

9 am  Vendors open in 
 Perry Square
10 am  Maestro’s downbeat 
 to start 5K and 
 1 Mile Walk
11 am  Awards
12 pm  Vendors close

Saturday, November 5, 2016
11 am–4 pm

Sunday, November 6, 2016 
12 pm–4 pm
eriephil.org/hometour

BEETHOVEN STREET FAIR
5K Run & 1 Mile Walk

September 13, 2015

Lead Sponsors Additional Sponsors

Lead Sponsor Additional Sponsors
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“You never know who you will positively 
  influence with your music” 

DONATING TO THE PHIL
The 2015–16 season saw unprecedented growth in our outreach offerings with the 
Erie Philharmonic reaching over 6,000 children from across the region. Between our 
Youth Concerts, instrumental petting zoos, piano donations, master classes, and free 
performances, we were able to reach a broad audience, many of whom have never 
experienced the Erie Philharmonic live before. 

Your support is crucial in maintaining these activities for the City of Erie and 
surrounding communities.

All support of our Annual Fund helps offset the costs of our varied outreach programs. 
Please consider a donation of any level today to help us reach the musically-underserved 
and give them the same opportunities that we all take for granted each day. Any amount 
helps – benefits for donations start at only $100. Visit eriephil.org/support to learn more. 

2016–2017 ENCORE CLUB
Your support at the $1,500 level or above will have an immediate and powerful impact on 
the financial stability of the Erie Philharmonic. 

Membership in this club comes with following exclusive benefits:
 • Encore Club parking pass for VIP parking at each Philharmonic concert
 • Encore Club Lounge access with complimentary drinks and desserts
 • Invitation to exclusive donor receptions and events
 • Two complimentary tickets for any concert in the 2016–2017 season
 • Acknowledgment in our 2016–2017 Concert Program book

To inquire about monthly giving options or including the Erie Philharmonic in your estate 
plans, please contact Lisa Herring at 814.455.1375, ext. 17 or lisa@eriephil.org.

Encore Sponsors- Sue Hinman, M. Ed.
 Special Education Teacher, Ripley, NY
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Tic
ke

ts WHY SUBSCRIBE?
• Great savings over purchasing tickets to 
 concerts individually
• Same guaranteed seats for each concert 
 within series
• Free ticket exchanges within series 
• Advance access to single tickets 
 and events
• Customization … combine concerts 
 from the Pops and Symphonic series
• Dining savings from local restaurants

BOX OFFICE
TICKETING POLICY
Please note that all sales are final. Subscribers 
may exchange tickets for future concerts within 
their series if unused tickets are returned prior to 
the concert. Ticket prices include 3% City of Erie 
Amusement Tax and Warner Theatre facility fee.
PARKING
• Street parking available within few blocks 
 of the Warner
• Ramps are available on 8th and 10th 
 Streets (between State and French)
• Handicap accessible parking at SE corner 
 of 8th and French Streets
• Encore Members receive VIP parking 
 privileges in the Northwest Savings Bank 
 lot located across the street from the  
 State Street entrance to the Warner 
 Theatre. Parking pass must be presented 
 for access.
ACCESS FOR PATRONS WITH DISABILITIES
The Warner Theatre is accessible by all main 
entrances for patrons with disabilities. Anyone 
needing special assistance is asked to seek an 
usher. Patrons in wheelchairs are seated in pre-
determined designated seat locations. Please 
request wheelchair seating when ordering tickets.

Student tickets to any concerts are only $10. And… bring one guest at the $10 
price too! Please note: Students must have valid ID when reserving tickets. 

Box Office
23 W. 10th St.
Suite 3
Erie, PA 16501

814.455.1375
info@eriephil.org

Office Hours:
23 West 10th Street 
Office
Monday-Friday: 
9am-5pm
Saturdays of concerts 
from 10am-2pm

Warner Theatre  
Box Office
Saturdays of concerts 
at 7pm 

Photos contributed by Jodie Farbotnik
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23 West 10th Street Office
Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
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